
Chad Neilsen, MPH is the director of 
accreditation and infection prevention 
at UF Health Jacksonville, and a faculty 
member for the UF College of 
Medicine in Jacksonville. He is 
responsible for oversight of the 
facility’s federal accreditation and UF 
Health Jacksonville’s response to 
COVID-19. He’s worked as an 
epidemiologist in state, county, and 
academic levels and has 10+ years in 
the field of infectious disease 
epidemiology. His infection prevention 
leadership has been nationally 

recognized, and he is a fellow of the Association for Professionals 
in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC).  

Chad also serves as a public health officer for the Florida Air 
National Guard. His role in military epidemiology has included 
oversight of numerous outbreak and pandemic responses, 
including the Ebola virus disease outbreak of 2014, and more 
recently, in support of Florida’s response to COVID-19. An Orlando 
native, Chad holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from the 
University of Central Florida, and a Master of Public Health-
Epidemiology degree from the University of Florida. 


